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December 6, 2015 Second Sunday of Advent Lectionary: 6 Gospel Lk 3:1-6 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was tetrarch 
of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene,  
during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the desert. 
John went throughout the whole region of the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 
as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah: A voice of one crying out in the desert:“Prepare the way of 
the Lord, make straight his paths. Every valley shall be filled and every mountain and hill shall be made low. The winding 
roads shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 

 
Scripture Reflection:  In the ancient world travel from place to place was not as easy as it is today and there was no 
checks and balances to prevent kings from doing whatever they wanted to.  People would literally do all that they could 
to make the trip of their leader as comfortable as possible so that when he arrived he would be in a gracious mood and 
thus be gracious to the people.  If however he had a sour attitude because he had a bad trip, the king may take out his 
bad attitude on the people of the town by enacting unjust laws.  John the Baptist is literally telling us to remove the 
mountains of pride from our lives and the valleys of self-hate from our lives so that Jesus may have an easy journey into 
our hearts. 
 
Reflection Questions: 
1.  What areas of your life make it hard for you to allow Jesus into your life? 
2.  Are you doing everything possible to make it easy for Jesus to enter into your life or are you intentionally putting up 
roadblocks? 
3.  What blessings does Jesus bring to those He visits? 
4.  Why do you think John was in the desert preaching instead of the temple?  His father after all was a high priest at the 
time of his birth? 
5.  What is harder for you?  Building up the valleys or tearing down the mountains? 
 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/3:1

